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2, Geoff Wiison - Minister for Education and Tralning (G, ‘VILTB'/AN) )

Margaret Black - State President, Queensiand €f5ﬁrjcii~ef.féraﬁ s and Cltizens’

~ Assoclations (M.BLACK). \7 7
4, Mike Byme - Executive Director, Queenslang Cathqlic F.éucation Commission
(M:BYRNE) / \?

g C
5,°  Professor Claire Wyatt-Smith - Dean ot tite ,a)n Hy,6 ‘ducauon. Griffith
© University (C.WYATT-SMITH) \/

Moderator — Etin O'Brien

MODERATOR: - ... Quaanslg@ vdrnment and broadcast by the Queensiand

University of Technology. Befdrg Wec ot (nder way P'd fike to take this opportunity to
/
jaghle, the iraditional owners of the land on -

acknowledge the Turba! andJagdera
which we are meeting to&fgy’.“ hila Walfe siiting here at the heautiful QUT Gardens
" Polnt Campus this welcast alqﬁ}‘f-treamsd live to the web and can be seen af
www,qld,gov.aufquestiontimié./ Whils this discusslon Is taking place the audience
watching on line confinue f-gubmit thelr questions and we’d encourage them to do
80, My name is gﬁr\,O‘Brlen, n{ from the School of Justice here at QUT and Il be
the moderator!or thig sagslon. Our discuisslon today Is on the future of education in
Queensiand Ve r% Pm~Jo qs}d by an esteemed group of panellists who will be
answering fugs iops that-people have submitted online as well as a few questions
from our dudisiice that's here today. Our paneliists foday are the President of the
Queen !an‘d\CounéiLgf/Parents and Cltizens’ Associations Margaret Black, we have
. the 2 eaat}vgflgisector of the Queensland Catholic Education Commission Mike
By <mz Minlstpr for Education and the Arts Geoff Wilson, the Premier of
Quéens sha’Anna Bligh, and Dean of the Faculty of Education at Griffith University

Profess?t)t\g aire Wyait-Smith, Would you join me In welcomling our panellists today?

o

[APPLAUSE]

MODERATOR: Before we start with the questions 'd (lke to Invite the Premler to say a
few words abouf why the Queensland Government is holding this People’s Question
Time. ’ ’

Transcript of Paople’s Question Time = Fiiday 26 February 2010 Page 1 of 19

RT! Document No.94 .




This document hias Been released under the RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2009 (Q1d)

PREMIER: Well thank you Erin and good afternoon everybady, Today Queenstand
takes a stap Info the world of e-democracy. With a state the size of ours, as
dacentralised as we are, this technology, webcast tachnology glves everybody a chancs
to talk dlractly to thelr government regardiess of where they live. | look forward fo
foday's sesslon. | should say that we intend to hold these throughout the year and no
- doubl we'll learn as we go along, So those of you who are parﬂcipat}ng today wili no

doubt shape the process from hers on In and 'm looking forward {o sgejng how It goes.
So let the questions hegln,

MODERATOR: Okay well we're going to dive right in to some quettigns u&r@% baen
drawn from the Qusensland Green Paper on education and the-very ¢o 1@1&6 lssue of
moving Year 7 into high school. Now the first question{;oﬁ ~ro aacher in
Toowoomba, Denise asks: “With the propossd move of e"@pffg o-high school from
2014, there are a number of issues to be considered. How.do yOu 7 gfcipate this will
Impact on already crowded faciiilles of some sch/gnigi, for exarfiplé on bulldings,
computers, speclalist facliities and teaching staff? And do yeu.redlly believe 11 year
olds are ready for high school?” So we've probably ¢ t@i@“ westiphs there and | might
direct the first question on the potential for crowded fac iit[eg (? the Premier If you'd like

to respond to that question, .

PREMIER: Thank you. Thisls an important-qu sﬂ@n 485 one that we'll have to work
through at a school hasls, school by school In'e: ery\ggbifn{ of schooling, | think though
the most Important thing Is that we shouldn’t et buildings determine what Is hest for our
children, we should decide where th ﬂ}--a{e best f!g‘téd for thelr stage of intellactual,
social and persenal development én_we uld find a building solution for it.

, anthgh
There are some schools that wili nsé%’s%e@- J gnificant Investments, others already
Y

hava spare capacity, Soltwilld ﬁ/eg/fr i school Sy schoot and we'll put the budgst in to
make it work, f / /} .

MODERATOR:  Okay ttg/aiiR‘“y t Rfé‘n:}iﬁar. Mike, from your perspective are you
concerned at the amour? Z@ssuse thiswilt place on schools?
5]

M.BYRNE: Well as the'R i%i/s;y;(think the first thing is our students, the need of
our studénts and we need N&vaé the currculum to them In the most effective way and
cars for them in t?rr\s‘of their sockal and emotional development, We need to get those
two things right %wq work out our struciures to meet those. Every school will be
slightly ciiffere,{ nie mge f how It can hest meet those needs and we'll be looking at
every schoo/slté, we'll b \an\h;aging with our parent community and our staff communily
to sea how! /e"bap\ allver those two things, currcuium and care for our students.

MODE-‘KIC)}}: Oka“)’r»-a:eil obviously the second half of Denise’s duestion Is asking
whot /r,ér}o -1 1.year olds are really ready for high school and we've aclually just had a
questicny ’K@i{g? also from Toowoomba who says: "l belleve that the current push fo
change.theZentry age fo high school to Year 7 will put unhecessary pressurs oh our
children\.\in\“ri?s day and age it Is already difficuit enough for chiidren to be children
without axp?fci ng them to deal with the pressures of high scheol at an even younger
age®. And | might ask Margaret, from the perspective of a parent and representing a lot
of parents, do you think that 11 year olds are ready?

M.BLAGK: | think an important point here is that In 2014 they won't bs 11, they will ba
closer to 13. | was a student that was certalnly In high school In Year 12 and | can
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© assure you that we have, we obviously have some concerns that we need to iake
through but often we see a child Tn Year 7 whe's treading water, walling for that next
burst In their life. And we are, as parents are really wanting to make sure whatever
decision s made that Itwill be the best for our children’s education because the bricks
and mortar will just have to flow through however they will do. But we really need to look
at our rural school and also our ¢lfy schools, we would hate to see the sghools capped in

ihe cily because of the extra numbers. So there’s a lot of things to ??hrough hut they
"

won't be 11.

MODERATOR: Glalre would you agree with that assessmont?

. //
CWYATT-SMITH: | fhink another important point is the i{niﬁgzham wz In the
d

context of national curdculum and If the focus is on !e,érf-ﬁg'g R auality learning
opportunities, we can rethink the relationship betwean prexrep-and ‘Yr ar 3 for early
years, and then Year 4 to Year 10 to be a span of midle years WiiiT {yo defined stages
in It, and then senior schooling. So the timing is optimgm foithis... :

MODERATOR; Okay great. We actually have a\qaés\gx{/ from {;16 audlencé on this

issue from Mr Junn Kato who Is President of the’Middle wars. of Schooling Assoclation,
s0 would you like to ask your question: / \> :

..
JUNN KATO: My question relates to whetheter n t\vya/ 41 take this further in just an
exercise In national alignment. What we know th‘eQ‘s aen lots of excellent research
done In Queenstand over the last 10 yoats and gol -Elack further wilch shows that if's
the teaching and iearning in cEassroozg“s-\whiei{ma ‘eg the biggest difference for kids, and
pariieularly In the middie years of Jt}aolin*g\sy\hieh & roughly from around about ages 10,
through to about 14. S0 my ques iogxi%to whet extent 1s the government taking into -
conglderation the research and/th¢ |5l ncé*gvhfch gives us a lot of information about
how to most effectively work w th\\Qungj.cfol scents and mest their very, very spacific

learning needs. / ~.
MODERATOR: Wall pe{\a@t?e iﬂ@s)er would like to answer (hat.

GWILSON: Yes dailghted?\‘fjl;ai'a\ia very good question and indeed so valuable has the
research bsen 1o &‘atgaround nedmportance of the fransition years that around 250 |
think schools, a}a_ u%a third state schoals, two thirds non state schools, already have a
transition metho?. o‘*cﬁl veging educaion for those middle years. So when we ¢o
through the &reful cons dargtion of how we would go about moving Year 7 into the high
+ school setQ gﬁ\@ci ‘.Q[tls 18 a key constderation that we will heed to have a look at, the
opportunityinat it treates to strengthen the transition arrangements for children going In,
going }“{DJTH‘Q prima jsc:hool setting inte the high school sefting. And | welcome the
views/Ihat ‘?ﬂ(li{’t‘;‘e & from organisations like yourselves and others about how we can
stregihan/the epportunities to bulld’ greater confidence amongst students and greater
eng%emem {f students In their learning experlence during these transition years,
JUNN KATO‘.V%O Minister, Education Queensland has a middie phase of learning action
plan, at the moment there Isn't... For a number of reasons over the lasl three years
there's been a significant diminishment of staffing and resourcing I thet area, will we
sea a redeployment of resources and staff fo that particutar initlative or something similar
to aflow this partlcular transition to occur smoothly? - ,

Traneciipt of People’s Question Time - Friday 28 February 2010 -Page 3 of 18

RTl Document No.96




This document has been released nnder the RIGHT Td INFORMATION ACT 2009 (Qld)

G.WILSON: This proposal, Year 7 going into high school creates an opporfunity for us
to have a fresh look at how we can make Improvements [n the education system
. generally, but in particular in the transition years into high schools. So we certainly
come with an opert mind about this question, What we do know Is that the staff to
student ratlo for the middle years of schooling In Queensland are fairly competitive with
the bast in Ausiralta, but we know that there are opporiunities to strengthen the transition
years fn our education system. And this discussion, the Green Pape Which It opehs up
the whole question to the Queensiand community, we welcome thg 9 };})ﬁ nity to see

whether we can strengthen the transition years evan more than we/havg, % W
vanf 16... You

MODERATOR: Okay thank you Minister.. I'm soi’ry Premierfdtciy\ow\\{\n/ "
might fike to comment on a logistical question after this ane e @.’/*\
s R

PREMIER: Okay Just before we leave this Issue which | wag ;/ﬁlt Qﬁosfted you were
about fo do Evin, | really wanted to go back o the Mqﬁquesti%ﬁfﬁf)f'dm Toowoomba
bacause | think they are the things that are really pl@l g oyl and dad's minds'in
relation to 11 year olds. And Margaret was right whﬁh&e gaid they won't be 11 In
2014, but | thought | should just brlefly explain }hgt, | \2 then we Infroduced the
prep yeoar of schooling, we lifted the sntry age o/fr ?ﬂrfs{t yeqrs' gf school 8o that it aligned
with the rest of the country, And what that peghs is that thpse students who hecaine
our first prep children in 2007, when they get t0-2 1/4 the ;wlll be called Year 7's hut it
will be thelr elghth year of school and they will>o a\fg;e(gﬁ be seven months older than
children now are In Year 7 and more than half of the i actually turn 13, For children

who answer that description, they're ¢iirenfly in highiéchool, So the question really is -
b8

do we hold them back Into prtma?\ e%\ L whjch/ls what we'd be doing, or do ws
restruclure our schooling system {d niatc v@ere they are developmentally, personally,
socially and intellectually. So l) s}ﬂ;}rﬂ?it‘s rea.lfy Important, becauss | agree with the
points, | don't think 11 year oids<ay agy‘ zar high school and that's why we're not

talking about doing it this year gjr‘ng\xt yeay, 're not talking about it untll those Year 7's
are In fact an older group ?ﬂéﬁlldr?nt\ g \/ :
h

MODERATOR: Great/! k? W\Mgfsfer. Ive actually had a number of logistical
questions to do with this trapsitignal mbves and the first ono we've Just recelved online is
from Julle at Coomera who aifiéy}sha‘s jusl wondering what future there is for current
primary teaching gfaduates withth current oversupply of graduates and undersupply of
jobs, especially plan to mova Year 7 Into high school, | might ask Mike, is this

bdchers
something ?tffg ch rﬁa\eﬁoncemed about?

—

M.BYRNE; I/t‘hh;j?s . There Is huge workforca lssues associated with this move and
the benefit. & us talkip Jabout it now | think gives us the capacity to plan Into the future
and tolie 'a@\T 10 encodrage those teachers to bé able to face those sort of challenges,
Part L(f i 1 thifk-is the debate we need to have is how are we going to deliver the
currlf:ul{imr{o:iﬁ‘esg/?mw Year 7 students potentially in a secondary sefting? Is it going to
look fike_out wourrent Year 7 classes, or will they have access to a varlely of teachers?
How do Wo.cars for therm In a pastoral care way with someone whe's looking aiter them
much the saife as a Year 7 feacher can Integrate learning, to what extent do we take
advantage of the secondary perspectives of varlous spaclallst teachers that will come
- and go within classrooms? So 1 think that's the discussion we need 1o have. And then
once wa've determined that | think, we can then talk about the workforce Issues of how
to train teachers for that particular role, ) '
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MODERATOR: Well certainly Desley from Upper Mt Gravatt has. just commented on
_ that Issue of spaciallst teachers and wondering f maybe middie schools and current high
schoole might be appropriate to employ as she says "More specialist teachers In the

Grade 6 and 7 to smooth the transition”. I'm wondering if the Minister has an opinfon on
that,

G.WILSON: Waell that Is something that we would have an open mi o, The factis
that even now, different schools are working with different structures, ftﬁe}f}chooling in
those early years of high school, in some schools the first yaa, oftﬁ[gh sch;vél might
have only twa or three or four teachers rather than the {ull range of- ecgli?t % gchers,
s0 that's not.a shift so clearly from one teacher in the primar,y«gciyol 0.8 Vast array of
teachers in a high school selting. So | think Mike's right v h?rr“h -gays that when we
have got a clearer idea about how that transition can he ﬂ{a! Fais} g,orw]f': they're in the
high school and the different models in which that can bo dellvered; then we'l-be able to
have a clearer dea about what the workforce needs arg.. The bottofiv ling here is that we
want to keep our teachers. We want teachers to bsces‘ iret-thet Hls Is an exerclse In
restructuring the education system around the transition | o high achool to get the best

sducation for our children. And we want the teacipe_;s wh e}:‘fe{ olng that good work tight

. now, we want them to stay with us. We want {ern to go* ith us on the Journey of
improving edycation for these young chlidren< Z & \}’ _
MODERATOR: Thank you, We've had a nuriber of ff

the Issue of students In remote areas and parents pa icg Iy concerned about the costs

of possibly an extra.year of boarding/Schoal. Ang.we have a guestion from Lorraine -

McGinnls who's ‘the President of  iha so@;e%! Ghildren’s Parents Assoclation of

Queenstand and she asks: “If thef@'xslﬁ‘on fros ;frimary fo secondary school requires

students to live away frotn home/w a;,éyppo\rt\wiﬂ be offered to students and parents?”

And bofore we get an’ answez\oﬁ\,th t syyport, | might just ask Margaret what her
thoughts are on this lssue. 2\ }

(e tlons submitled online about
dar

P

M.BLACK: It's certalnly, 9@%&\@% t thinking, from somebody who fived In rural
Quesnsland, educated ray-awpy childreirthrough need through to the bigger schools, our
assoclation-certainly has ﬂtﬁ{ of que“s/tlons around the Year 7, what support Is offered
would have to come from Birgrr"rzembers of our panel, But it's always difficult for a
parent to send theli-child to boarding school, | was ona of those, but | think if's important
to remember thatour Shildren will be a year older. And through all of this | think, | know |
- probably have sgﬁd It hefore_but 1 kesp coming hack to let's really sit down and look at
what's the bgst 1 r\p\u\r childrdin. :
.

MODER/M.._‘ R: \é‘l‘e\a@}and Premier pernaps you'd like to answer the question about
resd?s2,.> :
PREMIER? /fs‘gigﬁ.orratne I'm really pleased you agked that question because itis .
ImpSﬁa tte{acogmse that for many families In rural and remote Queensland, sanding,
your child"tq Righ school is more complicated because It means gending your child away
to hoarding s shool. And so for thase familles, what this move would mean is Instead of
five years of high school it would be six years of high school, and so that's six years of
poarding school, And even if we agree that it's the right thing for children, It's six ysars
of boarding school fees. Now both the Commonwealth and State Governmenis have
support for famllies fo assist therm in those circumstances, but given it's an extra year i{'s
certainly. something | think we need to sit down with the Isolaied Chiidren's Parents
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Assoclation and work through what might be nacessary fo do that, Butif we bslleve this
Is the right thing, right way to do it educationally, we certalnly wouldn't want children who
Jive in rural and remote Queensland to miss out elther, So we need to structure ltin a
way that makes sure every child gets the opportunity,

MODERATOR: Greal. Some of the panellists mentioned eariter that the move to Year 7
has a lot to do with changes in the prep ysar as well and the starting’age for children,
And Melinda from Emerald has a qusstion about that, she says “Wh /w;;ti% you think
that by putting Year 7 children Into high school would bring us into*fin wit otl}er}states
when our prep does not teach our children anything fike the o‘thafgta\e\;s Prep in
Queensiand teaches our Kids how to soclaliss, cut out, glue e}ud:cgiou‘:*l CPr 6 I Mew
South Wales and Victorla teach thelr kids reading, writ%nc;/’and/ar%mﬁ ic and Is

aquivalent to our Year 17, And | might ask Clalr whathe‘\t}r ngt you think that's an
accurate assessment of prep In Queensland? \_,/y

-y

key parts of a child's learning development, and that lQe dpportunides In pre-prep and

prep extend well heyond some of the opportunitias mergt ﬁ? in that message. So i

think creativity and play are key In those years, byt'then oftef times those opportuntties

for creativily and play are diractly tailored for g Tt
v ’r -5 (3

d‘ Hos t\eJéarning sclence concepts,
interaction, communication strategies, so lha\ g i}ef i E(Zaars. The afignment | think

with the rest of the curroulum is really important $q we,Get fhe smooth fransition for
students right across the years of schooling up to thely it polnt.

MODERATOR: Okay well we actu%fl/,\\n this ls)'-‘.u/%of prep, moving on now from Year
7, let's talk about the early years. Wb ha \Q;num}aer of questions of people concernsd
ahout the fact fhat prep is not ccgﬁ(ptﬁsa’r‘y antiSyile from Charleville asks her question:
“Owing to the fact that prep is 1ot fopiptiisory,,are we not going to have a bigger gap In
our education system as you're gq}ngﬁg\a some children entering Grade 1 with 12
months advancement on the™ 6“ﬁeiﬂht évd not attended. How ls this gap going to bé
compensated for?* And | r?iéﬁt asic-M ke lf you have any thoughts of how your schools
are golng to handle that?\ q / 7 '

CWYATT-SMITH: | think the prep yearé and'indeee{ﬁ@fprep;ar S Hlow recognised as

M.BYRNE: Can | just c%a;'i'fsr,\vge“r. talking about preip or pra-prep there in the question
pacause the prep year, attendangd rates s really something like 98%. So while it's not

oompulsory?c taaﬂy\ vary student who's ellgible takes up the: opportunlly of dolng
prep‘ . . . -
MODERA’R}"\E o

ay well certalnly we actually have another question on that from an
anonymou&\questbrgl\r‘ln Brishane who says that: “For those children who aren't taking
up that/éggﬁ'rglunity. Srthe parents who aren’t faking up that opportunity”, they say “}
fhink if)o totah\;*‘ungrofesslenal for a parent to be presented with a shoet of jelters and
tolddto feagh #chiito write”. And | might first of ali ask the Mintster whether or not this
Is s0 @@' fhat's actually ltkely to happen?

G.WILSOQE‘W@H 1 don't helleva so, As Mike was saying, with the prep year I's one of
the most fundamental Innovations and reforms that we have Introduesd into the
Queenstand education system in the recent past. It truly does bring us Into furiher
allgnment with the other states, and that means that chitdren have that much ore
opportunity to take off info thelr educational journey Into those schooling years so that
we do end up ullimately with 13 year olds going to be we think In the first year of high
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school. So the prep year fs a very, very important year. And where we are making
blgger reforms that are actually going to put another plank underneath what we're talking
about In the Graen Papsr and having a wide discusslon about ls in the kindy years, And
that's where we will over the next four to five years roll out up to 240 kindergarten
services, wie'll provide funding supporf to childeare services providing eatly childhood
aducation for thres and a half to four and a half year olds. And all of fhe research tells
us that not Is only Is the prep foundational but the, what we call pre-prefor kindergarien
is the next big plank that we need to put n and that will make g/ lff d ﬁ’grence. So
people are voting with thelr feet, parents are voling with their feg’i lr{@a yxg “(\{EF want
prep for our children” and | expect they're going to vote with thelr fdo andksz?:" s want
kindorgarten for our children as well”, : //’“‘ .

——

. /-
MODERATOR; Okay Margaret would you like to comment cn.{mﬁ’{;f—v o

M.BLACK: When the prep was first Introduced, and we acllally wejdomed it in, the
message frem our members was very, very loud and ¢lear, There was no debate about
the fact that they wanted it optional and oh top of that \i\h@ W@t}dﬁ} lay based, they did
not want their children siting at a classroom as ﬂ&agf woug‘ A Year 1 and be drill taught.
And we, as recent as yesterday we are slili grfl g em iks%om our members stating
_ guite clearly Is "Do not insult us as parents that yie oot how to get our children

ready for school and | will not send my child toxl/:aré/p /aﬁ}i my child will bs ready for
school”, So thers needs fo be that flexibllity there\an/cuye 'ould actually, our assoclation

would bs quite strong In advocating against a very:\f.wer’uctured prep program,
MODERATOR; Okay, Premier did ?oézg\ve-qw1nfan on that?

PREMIER: Wall it's Interesling,/ E/eé e Shepmpulsory prep was Taised at the first
public consultation we had %i;)l 1 ? eoe;n\}?’aper which Geoff and '} attended in
Townsville. And | just cast my mind a\k } ?"nen we were Introducing prep and it was a
very hig change In the systpifi Dacduse t'also changed the age for children coming into
a school environment. S? 6‘&311?@!& %oi g Into Grade 1 are older than they used to be
but coming Into prep 14 youngs _%%Mhey used to come Into & school environment,
And there was a lof of @en%l {o,60ncdrh from mums and dads about If my child Is born,
wheraver you put the cut oif+t ére's always a child bom the next day, If my child’s horn

the day before ar fha weak befc 'a,?.. And every child Is different and you ¢an have three
ot four children gn
4

dQ\ﬁ‘e\of them Is just not ready at the same {ma as evoryonse glse was
and parents wanted thQ?le ibllity to say “If my ohild is really not ready for that, | don't
want to be breaking the faw,/l want to send my child the next year”. And so that's why
we made &pdh\ om%:lsory. “But even those parents whose children are not ready in
thelr view_are thefingo yng in the next year and starting with prep rather than missing
prep If/@u fike. Buftare Is | think an opportunily through the Green Paper for us to
rethink vay 5 mnight look at that In the fulure. But Margaret's right and Mike's right, |
thing it's.gver 98, 1 about 98%:% of all children. And you find even though the rest of
schodls compulsory, In any one year you will find about 1% of children hot enrolled for

fargely a e%fﬂgeod reasons, the family Is travelling or these all sorts of things reasons
why that hapbéhs.

MODERATOR: Ckay, we aclually havs a quaéllon from the audience, Melinda Miier
from the School of Early Childhood at Queensland Unlversity of “Technology has a
quesiion about kindergarten programs,
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MELINDA MILLER: Thank you. The Inlroduction of qualily kindergarten prograrus for all
children aged three and a half to four and a half years Is a very positive step forward for
oarly years learning. My question is to support quality kindergarion programs how will
the government respond to the need for sustained work day professional development

for teachers In before schoal settings, such as long day care, similar to that that teachers
in primary schools underiake,

MODERATOR: Thank you, Before we get a soild answer from the {\?ar iment, 1 must
ask Clalre what your opinion [s on that Issue of {raining for klndergKeli {/
CWYATT-SMITH: 1t's.something that's certainly exerclsed 9,9«m\}he ixz%t1 0, gars as
we've been Introducing feacher preparation programs for thes «yeﬁrsr«A 'cskﬁ.(e‘ve besn -
exploring the placement opportunities and recoghition of Z:hgg,e paaaﬁaents with the

relevant authorliles In the state. And we think It's key that\i_z'y'aé ya’o »e settings are
racoghised as proper placement sites for pre-garvice, te{aglleirs. -

MODERATOR: Thank you, and perhaps the Minister W\GFW-:?Q raEspond.
‘G WILSON: This Is a very important area apd/?f grea wp({orwnuy for us fo do the
plannlng now and take the appropriate steps netfdpd to bull a new workforce, a new
workforce of early childhood educators for _th‘d{khéﬁﬁis tﬁa;,sﬁ‘ -will have over the next four
to five years as the kindy program is rolled out~Sothera \ It be many job opportunities
in this arena. But we already have exlsting within ‘eniicfcr{e setting and the kindergarten
seftings, people working and have bgen working fofvhany, many years, We want to
make sure that we create opporiunifiés.to™r cog?ni/s [ thelr experience and skills where
thay might not yet have formal qugﬂt‘i}aﬂoha r

z;j k Is happening with the déepartment
and talking to the universities a;x g
racoghitlon of prior learning, whi¢

oW

{'h W}w‘é“ﬁﬁrg;t recognise current competencies or

h/s/a yéry conventional approach In the tralning
industry, so that workers aireaci\9~_!n heﬁ?/d qi?y have the opporiuinity to Identify training
gaps where they can then HfﬁTiR and e ?{uaﬂy become fully qualified. As wellasihls -
initially wilt create opportip ies for-eany-childhood specialising teachers coming out of
fhe unlversily ssliing ang\iryg }hia;épaa. All of the research shows that the blggest
impact of any education-inyasirient 18"ln the early years, and of course a key to that Is
the teaching workforce and™ lﬁ“qg;allly of that teaching workforce, We have the blg
impact there and/ihat gives ¢ liciten a flyling start into schooling. Se we have the’
opportunily to I}h 1k résqgnise existing workers, help them traln up, working closely with
the universitie: i dolng that, and elso with the universities In terms of encouraging
chalge by tenGhér.graduatag-io In the fulure specialise in the early years bacause there
will be a ng! gffbr\m\dn%many teachers in this area. '

MODEB?%TOF : Thank very much Minister. We due to time need to move on to the
next Jsshe. We'te just talking ahout standards In schools and in particular the
sugg%tiqp Offa‘mgé’peator and we've had a qusstion from Alison at the Sunshine Coast
who saysi{ "Bring back mystery inspectors, those that walk into classrooms
unannounee%‘9nd walch teachers in action”. And | might send this question to Mike first
and say do ybd think teachers would welcome this?

M.BYRNE: No.
[LAUGHTER]
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M.BYRNE: |think the teaching professlon has well and fruly moved on from those days.
~ And.while we have {hose war storles of the past, | think there's more professional ways

of working wilh teacher professionals to make sure that we do first of all define clear
standards, have good professional development so teachers can have the skills to be
able to gulds thelr students, but also to work colleglally both within thelr own school and
across schoo! systems to deliver standards in the best possible way. A d | think there's
some othet models that are far more beneficlal than the old inspect(?l fodel.

MODERATOR: Okay Clalre do you have any thoughts on what § mgp/ l?:)s Sotiels -
might be or suggestions for a good way to maintain standard? \
C.WYATT-SMITH: Standards is a word that's being used in Q;Z y*‘p!a\c 3514 suggest
with so many different meanings and we say the word and I'ﬁ'ﬁ gfzgyays ure that we're
on the same page when we say it. A key point | think for hsjg,a yy} gat heing clear
about standards will be very Important for us as we.lry to seg&re iprovements 1n
students’ learning and their life opporiuniiies related to t at Tearning. 1 think we need to
work...  The profession needs to be recognised 8 they prapet placement where
Iimprovement ocours, that teacher assessment ig .cﬁntrai\t that being the maln driver.
And teachars In my experience take very serlouslyt acco\ur{ abiilty issuss and engage
productively with Issues of qualily teaching, le. ) g a?ﬁrj assagsment. So | think working
with the profession and recognising the cen&aﬁm{e of eteaching profession is key,
and no to the arrival of the unannhounced inspecicQ\

-MODERATOR: Premler, wili we be bri{\ging\themfk

_ PREMIER: Well I'm not even surglfg‘at it the old days that they came unannounced, |

certalnly remembar belng told by 'teﬁche’r? thht«tbé Inspactor was coming and we had to
be very good and we were off feci\iptf erpé} ts that if we hehave ourselves we would
get out early or some sort of reward forgodd behaviour. 1t's Important, we do talk about
a role for a much more s(llr);é&iraﬁ)r ceés/@here a school Is really struggling o mest
what the commuhity wmg- af\;‘?r‘e-tbg stedndards of the school. And while | agree with
Clair, standards are thrga\w armgnd, i gsink we all have some sharad understanding of
the hasles. And-whan aschod! | real struggling to make those baslcs, we need  think
o have a mugch more struéturea‘p ocess that says we are golng to coms In and really
assess what the ics‘su{ are h?a‘ra,éemd we'll work with the principal, we'll work with the
teachers. And | :«%ree a«dﬁh Claire, it's professionals who will be the drivers of that, But

sometines thgsez eh)lq‘rrt e school need an exterhal professional to come in and say
"Well have vou‘red it this/way or that way?* and that will be way of, we use ihe

language i%spé‘ct%n I:Q: t's certainty not the old Inspectorate as we might have known it.
But § think 1he comrutity Is... ! think It's a good thing, they're becoming very savvy
consumars | ‘you like;~they have high expectations of our schools because they have

high sf)zrat bn's“or}hetr children and thai Is a good thing, and we need to be living up to
it % o

MODER ‘*-EQ{y\Okay thanks. We actually have a guestion from the audlence on this
issue as well“and Pd like to invite David Roberison from the Indopendent Schools
Queensland to ask his question.

DAVID ROBERTSON: Thank you. To the panel Just a comment about what the fulure

might look fike. As you know thers's very significant reforms happening at the nallonal
level, we've got a new body called ACARA, we've got national currlculum efcetera and !
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wonder whether the Premiar or the Minister might outline how they see this new body in
Quesnsland relating to the natfonal Inftiatives. The second point is, as you would he
aware for independent schools, school autonomy Is & major driver of outcomes and
performance. And | suppose we would ba looking for some assurance from the

government that this new body won't tmpact on school autonomy, particularly for
independent schools,

MODERATOR: Okay perhaps the Minister would like to respond to{?fé?/
et

G.WILSON: Suwe. Oh ihe first question, the Grean Paper raises t e\‘ 0i é’?}umng
QCT and QSA and the Non State Schools Accraditation Boar;i.{ag the \a\p&g oming &
combined standards-organisation, The Non State Schools ;\cere;)&aﬁo Bodrd already
operates a high level of standards that are reviewed and agalhs ?ieg chool, private
schools and indapendent schools are checkad against fo ensute thét high standards ara
being delivered Into the community, And the community would e)ﬁféct/l(’s to keep dolng
that. The congept is essentlally that that be avallable crossall-schodls, Andsol would
seo that the Independence of individual schools beyon l\h{“ 2ta}e§pﬁool sactor would In
no way be impeded. In fact they continue to hage the 0pp ‘?unity to perform at a high
standard like they do now. On the question of 1? )}% ,\It’é\ %ry Important nnovation at
the national lave!l, f you talk to any parent jiigtls/Insthe, Ugfence forces or Is moving
around hecause of thelr employment and ma ,?m%)/m x@)are now, they will tell you all
of the problems that they have moving every txw to -!@:}é years belwean the states and
the different schooling sectors, they welcome the~fact tﬁat we are working towards a
national structure for agucation, that igwarking on 2 &lional curriculum so that we can
have consistency between the states sq i at\w?/?%imise the negatlve impact that is
happening for students when they, ﬁ}p g ﬁ’wteghﬁ /' And also to ensurs that across the
country through ACARA and the/é liabt
¢

azf Tative inv/olvement that each of the states have
ih ACARA, that we do achieve hlgbj {daﬁiﬁ and consistent standards of curdeuium’
across, and teaching across ﬂgé\s

tate. éo ﬁf hew body, If we create that as coming out
of the Green Paper and 1 ffvitey rbfas\s;o als parficulatly to make contribution to the
Gresn Paper around tha(péhd bleolysThe new body would work in a strong way to
sompliment at a state deval }acreiss\t‘e schooling sectors, the pursult of those high
educational standards that ACARA thrdugh developing a uniform curriculum Is achleving
or seeking 1o achleve across ‘allg’ﬁuslraua. _

. ‘
MODERATOR: /Alkay thank you Minister, | might Just ask Mike from the perspactive of
your organisa ié&:at\yo ropinion is o the introdustion of the Inspectorate.
M.BYRNE‘/ isil\Ie
inspectoratdjs lInk; cK standard, we believe first of all if's really impottant that there are
clear s/,fa{ ;\R\sTand thuf we have structures, not only with our own schools to be able to
dem ,n§t ale (atawe achleved those schemes, but | think publicly we need ways of
assiing.q r,gého.gl?communmes and our wider community, who ivest a lot of money In
educdila, that our standards are belng achleved, And I'think through the exlisting what
we call tha\ Lren State School Accrediiation Board, each school whether they are
Catholic or Indepsndent school, Is required to have a eyolical review process that both
has annual report goals setting and then flve year cycles In which we have to report back
fo NSSAB, the board that's it structure thers, So when we look at this new structure,
what we'd want to be assured Is that those structures that we've really developed over a
20, 30 year perlod are respected and that we can still continue to develop those even
better to be able to achleve those standards and accountability requirements.

Q\em@d a little bit before in relatlon to that but certalnly If the .
0
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MODERATOR! Okay Claire.

CWYATT-SMITH: Can | Just'say something, while | think the intensily around the word
standards s one of lts highest levels In the history of this country, we havs standards in
schooling now and we have had them for some time. And the QCAR, Queensland
Curriculum Assessment Reform Initlative In this state took particular care with looking at
curdeylum and aligning them with some standards and In 11 a {412 we've had
standards fied to internationally recognised moderation practices where teaghers come
together and look at work samples. So K's not as if we haveqt !@ﬁﬁ ) c;gs—ing with
standards already In this state, the question s which standards for What pl@ 8,/

MODERATOR: Well we've actually just received a sugge{ti/ tronline: front someons’ . ;
who has an idea about how parents could be guaranteed of&stéd I Gﬁgl\ chools. Mark ?
from Morayfleld says: "Why not have video in classrooms s0.as i all}cy é{farents to view
what Is happening at any fime within the classroom?; wigﬁt g;éw parent on the
panel Margaret, what you think of that idea? <H R ,

M.BLACK: | hope not. | think both our teachers_and 1&@{ u?o/md fike to thank our
teachers for the great job that they do and sometigés in extn rse!y tough circumstances,
and boy oh boy is that more than Big Brother}c{o{: anZ\nd\)g children actually deserve
the privacy that the teachers deserve and It§ & Lafa t p@nts wanting assurance that
they do certainly have ‘a school thet meets™a, cet alp/qtandard but no, not a video

camera.

v

MODERATOR: Okay Premier do you(t@‘t\x@js g@\fgood. idea for how parents can he
guaranteed that thelr children a:ajutt ng a¢00 duication?

i .
PREMIER: Look | think it's sonrtetiii J;?u';afh{ave to he very cautlous about. | do think
there would be... One of the ﬁ’ﬂnggs 14 lpl ;I ildren benefit from going to school rather
than sitiing at home and d))iﬁ‘g‘“ag fi\h\ér work without being In a school environment,
and | know that there arg ?réa hings h:fppanfng in home schooiing and great things
happening 1n distance fh u a‘t}o byt gine of things children beneflt from Is belng In an -
environment that's not t ett\f* mjfy ant not thelr home and iearning how to be with their
peers, learning how fo be,\‘an,g yradually learn through that how to be an independent
young person. Apd.] think sori~of having mum and dad at the end of the day saylng
"What were yow%g \In\peﬂod three?" might not lead to family harmony. But having
sald that 1 thin) l}i r 'al[xim ortant that every-parent fesls very comfortable af any time
helng able to'wellk into a*s¢hool and walk into a classroom. And every primary school, |
know with @yfb\qg\‘c lldren ‘and pritnary schools | walk Into, | see parents doing that all
the time and | think.{'s :F really healthy thing. Good because parents know that they're
welco?g. b\& | think t-dise means teachers understand ihat at any time mum or dad or
the piincpal S sqmeone might walk In and schools are very | think obsarved places
airea?\cis?\ﬁ A da_jfiink that ultinately technology Is golng fo change and without, even
withoutvideh cameras In classrooms, | don't think it's that hard to imagine a day whan at
YOUur wor'\c\oo'lputer you tay not ba able to just connsot tp o your son or daughter's
computer an tthrough that see the classroom anyway. So | think some of this is going
to come in one way or another, .

MODERATOR: Sure, well actually on that Issue of teachers and parents relating to each
other we've had an online question from Chils from Brishane who says: “I'm a parent of
four, | have observed that teachers are expected to have a high level of interaction wiih
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parents as well as students. As meniloned in A Fiying Start, the Green Paper, the
support of parents Is vital to & proactive learning chiid”. And Chris's question is: “Cana
class be Included In teacher tralning that provides the fools and skills required for a
teacher to encourage or mitigate aftitudes encountered from the multiple personalities
among parents? And that might be a good question for Ciaire.

[LAUGHTER] W/ :

CWYATT-SMITH: 1 think it's a really very-good question because Whit é Ec 9bglousiy
is In proparing our pre service teachers to be profession ready s we.na e/sum gmat they
undertake a range of studies that also altends to com an!eaﬁbn‘ ales,  And
communlcating with parents Is a very imporant part o /-a-wgeachg‘f‘s\, ork, and
communicating about a whole range of issues right from beliadiox to-taking up learning
opportunities through to achlevement and assessments an&\@,mogyir ng of that. So
the communication practices that are expected of a teacher are pitehd d to in teacher
preparation programs in a range of courses. | think iﬁe@her-!mpﬁfant thing to say Is
that our pre-service teachers are required to uridertak&gla‘g‘eynreyﬁ_gjright throughout their
studies. And one of the opportunities 1 think there Is fol{he’pre-service teacher to take
up opportunities to.be actively involved in what thzsschooh % olng and of course taking
privacy [ssues into consideration, then attanda c’}iaff 1gstings, induction Is critleal
Into those on sight work practices. That's whgﬁha(ﬁ ol é?i is suich a crifical part of the
preparation. So yes | support the thrust of the. guéslion, saying it's vital, and yes It Is
happening In our courses and we certainly advocatg f it to be part of the placement

experlence concern as well. %

MODERATOR: Great thanks, hopé)f?iy Chilg ‘-«4&&6 with that answer, On the issue
of teacher tralning we have anothe? qusstionfrdm the audience, Assoclate Professor
Nan Bahr from QUT. 2/ A

NAN BAHR: Thank you /véW\ ueh, We're very proud of our teacher education
programs and |1 note that,0 j‘é‘ciyl o-f raa.States "An aim to liting the quality of teacher
fralning courses prov]deg\ el Ly ?;s;i\ﬂ ', I'm Interested to find out what evidence there
hav
.

.may be thal we already 'd@’ 8 h‘igh quality courses that are leading nationally and
Internationally. : :

™
G WILSON: W !I‘ft(\a\nkhyou very much. This Is an fmportant initiative where we actually
want fo enga J?l!h g} Sfthe university education faculiies to identify opportunities to
tmprove the Adugation ‘aig)hg given to undergraduates to a uniform level. This has
baen prory te‘d\%t\of observations made by Professor Masters I his review of
Quaenslagd’édu&éﬂptﬂ&zat was tabled last year, and he does recognise that across the
board wé do\nave hiytly professional and highly qualified teacher sducation courses
that sfe/ben “tayght, But what he dld ldentify was that In talking to teachers that
toachels, 2 orﬁe\ge)échers felt that they weren’t as prepared and equipped for the
workpiagce ilk\e they might have wanted to be. So It's not a negatlve, it's actually
identifying-that,as these changes are taking place within our soclety and our community
and changin‘g/techno!ogy and changing behaviour between students, that we want to
make sure that teachers are equippad as fully as possible and at a uniform level and
standard across the faculties, to mest the challenges of the existing classroom, So
that's why there's a, it's foreshadowed In the Green Paper that there will be ¢cooperative
review undertaken In conjunction wih the universities by the government fo identify
opportunities where we can strengthen the education training glven o teachers at
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university, particularly around Issuss of behaviour management, And that's obviously
recognised as an Important area'where we can always saek to do beller,

MODERATOR: Margaret maybe you'd like to comment on this?

“M.BLACK: The Joint Parent Committee which Is made up of the independent schiools,
the Catholic schools and the state schools have met with Minister Xﬁyson on regutar
occasion and we ofton talk about the teacher training, parltcularly in thp"arag of working
with parents hecause parents can be difficult, { have no dotibt abg t{?’gﬁst hc>y only
want the best for their childran. And | think thai there needs to"bg dncupheat of the
iralning for teachers around how to work with parents. And It tsa r%w %’amtt at three
way engagement Is the strongest possibifity of getling ﬂz{ b@a%.-eﬂuc tlnﬁ for their

- children. And how fo get that message out to parents we b !iné\g-:' ;&to\probabiy come
from the reach from the teacher because parents, some Rave bad /éxuertences from
schools, they don't believe that they should bs there, ?@pﬁleve mg tigy should be.

: ——

— S

o
MODERATOR: Okay thank you. :

\/ /
GWILSON: Couid | add, just add. 4\{

MODERATOR: Very quickly. ﬁ

GWILSON: That | think it's a complex re!attonshl}xp\g wden parents and teachers and |

do think that we should be looking a‘p-ow we ¢a wétter Inform parents of what are

appropriate expectations of what teachers a@ca? ) do In the classroom. And like to

compliment, perhaps Improve traipi y for- e§ h r?: at university about how to mahage
|

tore effactively relationships wil r‘?ntg gengtally but particularly with parents where
there are some challenges w!tlz;hgiré
re

itd's education. So | think that we can Improva
the quality of understanding by Exd tzog,tﬁ;, challenges that teachers face and what's
thelr responsibliity and w%?‘»s’ﬂfe\g) ren\‘s responsibility.
MODERATOR: | might st/r;j?lrp@;:ha question we had from the Assoclate Professor
and ask Clair, the quéstlo\ﬁ*-b ing Hether or not there's any evidence that teacher
 education In Queenstand st Vigorously comprehensive, Do you have concemns about
the level of teacher-aducalion? / -

o.wvmns?:% ’hﬂ\{lksérln for the questlon.
\\
e

[LAUGHTER] /. ™.
VAN

G.WY?T’I’?SWTHt #ink tt's very important that we yecognise that there's hean
rigorgus dctountapliity checks done on teacher education programs in this state through
"~ the Qu enlgnd. Colisge of Teachers. 1 think we actually nead to make sure that that's

vew\!ea? In'the plfbiic date that programs In.Queenstand are velted in ways that are far
more ri&BFQu‘?& nd comprehensive than apply In some other states In Austraila. Having
sald that 1 think tha issue that Nan might be actually polnting to though didn't specificaily
state was the test, the test for teachers prior to thelr registration as fit for service. And !
think the tost Is somaelhing we'll have to watch because we know any assassment wa

have to look at, It's fitness for purpose and the question Is what wiil it contribute that we .

don't already know If it's only golng to be a thin sliver of our programs. And the debate
about what it's representing and how valid it is | think Is one we're yet to have, Do | think
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fhat we can do belter? ! aiways think that we can da hetter and I'm sure that everybody
In ihe room would say that investing energles Ih ensuring currency and responsiveness
ie a shared concern. Do | think there's evidence In the report that teachers are lli-
prepared? 1'm not aware of any. '

MODERATOR: Thank you. We've also had a number of questions sent in oniine from
people ralsing concerns over the proposal for a six week fralning ¢ L@a for unfversity
Bt

)

graduates to become teachers, And we've had a question from 02'44 B?ondall who
says. “Can the government really think that by employing tho%poe ;fi WP?%‘\& non
educational degree that they will become good teachers in slx we k\s?" i 'pag { direct
that one fo the Premiar. - .

N
PREMIER; Thank you, I'm really pleased someone asked't tf@)e@ think it's heen .
really misrepresented in the media. What ls happening s in Victort Tlg y're tralling a
program where people who already have a degres,and have/difepdy been In the
workplace for a number of years.who may want to ‘éa ohie-teaghiers, a program that
would aflow them fo have six weaks of Intensive trai !ng"”‘iﬁ?\gﬁ into the classroom
under supervision for four days a week and agngaliy Q\a};h ) s teachers as part of a
graduate diploma In education, and they woa?d éi-o that @ onths diploma over two
years. So the answer is | don't think anyone-ihl ke’ i weeﬂg is enough to baecome a
teacher, This is a structured program that’s: b ut/i’dc,ntlfyfﬁg {hat someons for example
may have been working as a sclentist in a labo au{sy \;f{ d wants to go and teach high
school sclence, and they're in thelr early 30's, ha{v/s got a morigage, how are we
actually golng fo encourage them? Théyf(g not In a-pusition for whatever reason just to
bacome a student for even 12 mo tﬁs\and\l}ve on’those sort of wages, how do we
restructure an education program [t?hav‘e\ hooe/ﬁeopie coming into our classrooms.
That's not something thal's happé 1ig ﬁ;ﬁlue nsiand at the moment. We are looking at
I

what's happening In Victorla, / thn 0

B its first year in Victorla, they had 380
applicants | think... v _
MALE: About 800, (( X
PREMIER: Sorry, 800 pplicagé,ﬁe of whom had masters degreas, which doesn't
maks them automatically a\gogd~teacher but the point Is this is about a post graduate
diploma In the ski is;\And we'l'beAvatching closely If it works, They've taken it, they've
only taken 45 pgoepleé~ipto the program, ‘we'll be watching very closely but it's not-
something we/'v’e/dead d to.do yet butitis somathing that we will look at, as | think other
states of Ausiralia will “bephuse the opportunity to get people who have had life
axperience; ﬁoxbavworked in olher carasrs, who have something to offer our children
Is somet l&zgand‘a\gassion for teaching, Is something we shouldn’t miss out on. But
equall ?—z\n lad to ninke sure they're well prepared to go Into the classroom and we
neegio,s sshss thig program and see how lf goes,

J T~

TAOR

MOBE-F\A\ : Mike did you have.an opinion on this?

M.BYRNE: Wg wouldn't want fo rule it out, 1 mean stilt | think when you first hear the six
weeks you have immediate concerns | think In terms of the shortness of that. A lot of the
succass will depend on the mentoring they get within that follow up perod. So one of
the concerns Pve heard In relation to that program |s that these six week type teachers
woulld then be sent to more difficult schools. I'd fike to switch that around. And If in fact
wa are going to do I, they should be matched up with some of the most competent
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toachers who have also got a capacity to be able to mentor thein effectively. 1 think it's
worth looking at. We do have soms skill shortages ih some key areas and [ think we
shouldn't rule out anything In terms of gelling some of these quality people inlo the
teaching profession, but | think we nesd to do it very carsiully.

MODERATOR: Sure, Claire did you'want to add anything to that?

C.WYATT-SMITH: T agree with everything that's been sald so far :’ne/tme lssue I'd
add ls teaching Is In fact & practica that Involves bringing toget 9]’%8‘59 ‘eh ﬂr}dings,

theoretical underpinnings and praciice Into the classroom. And the'sen thpa{t 'd have

is that the mentoring would need to extend to the application eﬁpeo ywlogradlice in &

gulte focused way. - And so we probably are well placed t Ltfeal f»-‘a&}hﬁ erclse for

obsarvation and once again analyse the potential benefits fo ¥

dradn ?eensiand.
MODERATGR: Okay, We've had a question sent In fiom Tanya AtPal Beach who is
concerned about the pay for teachers in Queenslang. Afid-she @isks: "Why aren't all

teachers In Australla pald at the same levels of rate? ﬁvj might put that one to the
Pramier,

PREMIER: That's a terrific question Tanya. i t?gg .6?>wo Igpt find a state govemment
anywhers in the country that wouldn't love 19 s

: a,Mgtion fguages for teachers because
what you end up with is a wages, a wages War If ;20 /liks betwaen the states, And |

understand why unions would do 1t, they look overth Korder and say "Well they earn
mote there so we've got a blgger wages\glalm” a ‘uﬁimate!y that's how wages have
been Increased around the countyy™ fh]g ? f/e sion. - - And the same in other
professions, it's not unique to teaghihg, Welll have a similar argumant around nurses’
wages or whatever, 1 think, tecbﬁiaaliy“i‘ doitt.ffiink there’s any reason why It couldn't
ultimately be sef nattonally, | think4hdug ih&-sort of politics and industrial reality would .
Indicate that we're probably set\ibrgtate%b?aéa wage hargalning for soms period of time.
And it dossn't help any edtdnétléh\s}ste ’ f/t ere's a biy disparily bacause then you lose
your best people or you pftﬁ rlsk\czf‘lnsing gome of your best people and your new
graduates will go where/the wadse-are jalgher, and that's not a desirable oufcome | think
for any, for Australia. Yoy don't wait ali your best teachers in one place that for that
perlod of time can happon 'f.\% y.more than anywhere eise, and there are some real
issues around th t-.\lgut yos, | \l&e a wage bargaining in the education system to be
the Prime Mii?a s prohlem, not mine, but that's not the real world,
 TH

MODERATO (ell we've Rad a number of questions on speclal needs funding as well
have com /tpi‘bu__ \iig\& onifie submisston and we've just had a question from Tina of
A!exandr)ﬁihlls who.sdys: “We have a child with a disability and we wonder why the
funding-for_Sarly sp\e\:!él education has been cut, Why should our ¢hild be further
disa @ﬁﬁ‘aé‘hoc%use of funding cuts? 1 thought | might ask the Minister whether or
not ¢ _314@3”%;{?11&; o case. , .

GWILSOM; Well we provide quite significant resources to support Inclusive education
within Queeiistand. 1 is a fundamental principle upon which the education system has
heen reformed over the last 10 to 15 years. And at a state level, those resources have
graduslly Improved in thelr quantum. And decisions are made by principals and reglonal
managers within the state education system about how to deploy those resources to
give the best leaming opportunity for that child, with whatever particular learning
disabllity they may have. 'm not famiilar, as you would expect, with the detalls of Tina's
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particular case and Il certainly have someone from the department have a very closa -
fook af that and very quickly. However | just want to underline and make clear, we are
absolutely committed to Inclusive education, we want to ensurs that students, whatever
thelr particular educational needs might be, that resources are deployed school by
school and In such & way as to maximise that educational opportunity so that as far as
humanly possible, students are actually on pretty much a level playlng fietd.

PREMIER: I'm not sure what information Tina's working off. There ) ag’hasy no hudget.

cuts to speclal education, In fact it's an area we see an Increase in“eveny'sji glesyaar, if
‘Tina wouild like to leave her detalls we could certainly follow up for her, /

MODERATOR: Terriflc, well hopefully Tina can do that.(e‘?rrai o~hdd another
question on'special needs from a primary schoo! leatning support leachar from Glenda

at Toowong who raises concerns about dyslexia and notes that in‘ he/\_l Ited Kingdom, :
dyslexia [s seen as a disabliity and has the funding thg;_mme's g!jrr(g With that, Andl -~ -
couidn’t help with the opportunity, the literacy expef %{fﬁ“u&hgre( she asks: “The
effects of dyslexia continue throughout life. When and\lg \Tio)gg jﬁ’e Bligh Government
propose to address the Issue of support for d%‘s exic chi i?l‘jm in our schools?” And

before we ask that question about support I might ask if Clairéshas an opinion on how we
¢an help with dyslexic children, f

Y )
C.WYATT-SMITH: | think the Important thing for\taa@f{;?ducaﬂon programs is to look
very carefully at the place of the teaching of reading.aid,to ensure that all our graduates
are qualified In the teaching of read@g right thro@%ut schooling, and In particular
teaching of reading for students with's &%%ne éﬁ' In terms of dyslexla, one of the
‘ways 1 think that we go forward Is é»éféfu[ lagnosigof the needs and the planning of the
Interventions for the indlvldual/ Wdaiity arit Jlien the careful monlioring of those
Interventions for effect. The [gart}@{ré’}?ié tharafore betwesn ihe teacher, the iearning’
support teacher and the parents; critios !gfé yihole school provision. And for the school

to ook at what other spe/maiiﬁ“sufﬁiﬁ
e .

7cfs the child has, So it's really a partnership
model that's critical, [ '

MODERATOR: Minister; !1Khs zfr?l?sc a that your depariment is concernad with?

N

GWILSON: ltis gnci,eed and tho.department Is actually reviewing in a particular area a
potentlally far Q'a\ezifs%ﬁve way In examining the needs of the children wiih perhaps
certain leaming;9 2!?110 ftles sp that the preoccupation is on what the learning suppori hat
Is needed is/oh‘what Is™the fearning support that's needed rather than whether or not
they have & particbiarly nainad identified disabllity of some sort. So they're having a
careful !@k\ t tha \n%?r soause the bottom line is we want to make sure the child gets
the oppOrturily to hawé the educafion experlence In ab inclusive situation within a
ctasyéosﬂla naximises thelr chances.with education, rather than identifying whether
the)\haf\{g/a gongiffon that satisfies'a particular name or don't have a condition that
sattsﬁss\gru;%re name.

MODERATOR? Sure, |
PREMIER: | think It is Important to say though that we do provide tearning support,
additional resources into schools now. We do not delermine... We don't define dyslexia

as a disabliity, the questioner Is right about thaf, and i think we'd be a litlle cautious and |
- think most Jurlsdictions around the world have been a bit cauttous about doing that
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because it's a pretly heavy label and it's one you want to use a hit carefully. And people
usually only want it bacause they think it will deliver resources, So what we're sort of
falking about here Is how do we dellver the resources better, hut there is, there are
resources In our schools and they are iearning support teachers who do work over and
above the classroom teacher with children who have these sorts of issuiss with reading,

MODERATOR:  Okay well let's move on te talking about NAPLAN/results hecause
wo've had a number of gqusastions on fhis issug, And in paﬂlcula)' Py II)(e; to put the
guestion from Jacinta in Brisbane who says: “Is the Premier awa;a t vrivate s\crz]hoois
are now reguiring parents to submit their child's Year 5 NAPLAN % sﬁité nd,then only
taking the cream of the crop of studenis?” She adds: "Will this put prss sxﬁ'@., hihe state
school system?’ And | might first of all go to Margaret to 4sk.J$ this’ ‘so\rg{thing that
parents are concerned about? That the results will be used f(tl/s,\fvﬁ}ﬂ?
M.BLACK: Probably don't starf me on NAPLAN tesis. We ard-alssplitely horrified at the
moment of NAPLAN tests, Until we have assurance of zrnational curriéulum and quality
asstirance that our studants are at the same 2age le ‘Rnh' g-ﬂtpue“ﬁaiye subjects, how on
sarth can anybody beallave they can be tested? And w% t s & higger disgrace Is that
* thay are now published across Australia. So wd Jirmly lle\éa that the NAPLAN. tests
are heing used by msdia and other avenues { ‘b g sg gdl. And If nothing else out
of today, we want recagnition that our state/s’ 0f (Syare g al schools and we do not -
have the privitege of whether or not we acceping sthegol qfﬁ}jent or not. And we would be
horrified If any school, and 'm sure, 1 know whe a\i\gik 's/coming straight behind me on
this but we would be hotrified If any school divided &isligiren on thelr NAPLAN testson a -
national curriculum that doesn’t exist,

.

. N
ODERATOR: We're short on thine Mikae, anythougnts
MODERATOR: We're short yx/;ﬁi\nt@/ hts?

M.BYRNE: Certalnly l'd agree*wit ‘~{v'l&r'ga 4> I'd he very disappothted if schools were
using that as a criteria for entay, "When, ?jgnts are ehrolling thelr child, they certainly
look for a rich rangs of dg}é, NQF’HN‘S@J as might be ohe sef of data but I'd hope that
there would be a jot moy E{an hat™~and | hope they'd fook at the individual puplt and

thelr needs as well as thalr acad flo-peiformance in a NAPLAN test,
™, .
MODERATOR; P}qnier, did yau\\}}ant to add anything to that lssue?

PREMIER: Well'l! ~QE{‘& are of the practice that Jacinta is suggesting is occurring and
| think it wo?c( 4 sturb“n@é Y people. Cerlalnly the Independent and Catholic schools
that 1 am ?‘h?@\fg\are sthools that are looking to promote thelr education and take
students frogd abroad. cross saction. 'm not aware of any Independent school ihat
acaden?eaﬁy gstricts.gntry. That doesn't mean & isn't happening but I'm not aware of It.
Gena}n Ef{iﬂ-thi k.most sducationalists would think that the Year 6 NAPLAN resulis of an

!ndlv%dﬁ??a@szu!d ha a prelly poor Indlcator of long term cutcomes,
\% R

MODERATOR: Right, well two final questions to 'ﬁnish us off. Wa've had a number of
people ask ag):aut teaching of languages.in schools and we've had ong question from
Michael of Anneriey who wants to know whsther .or not this Is going to continue to

happen In our schools and If people will be given this opportunity, children wiil have this
opportunily.

PREMIER: Shott one, the answer Is yes.
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MODERATOR: Yss, the answer is ves.
G.WILSON: And l'll say It {oo, yes.

MODERATOR: Well lot me ask then are members of the panel supporiive of this?
We've certalnly had tuestions from peopie saying that they think this is a waste of ime
when more focus should be spent on maths and English, would a?a agree with that

assessment? / _

| M.BLACK: Our parents will tell’ you they want their chiidren to\leamé matpis and

Engiish, the language first, and 1 know there's studies out there Tﬁape\llaﬂon/t Qur
3

policy Is that it should be available, but parents should ab;:oﬁ@ly he Q\ng) abillty to
withdraw and not a very narrow window for how they can Witidraw. 1tneéds to be a
discusslpn hetween parents and school. k \ / ' 2

MODERATOR: Okay thank you. Well we have one fna!?,qy_gstiox{,igr/’( e Premisr from
Steve of Buderlm, says:. "While Queensland state%cbaglws‘fh\ih south east comner
swalter in 36 plus degree temperatures and high humidit \z\;ﬁe sunimer months, will the
Queensland Government be aclively addressing/this Issus?/ Alternatively, can ws be

assured that polificlans and policy makers wilya;é {0r I[gg th)elr alr conditioned offlces
{0 38 dagress during the Quesnsland summe n)t\.(l} s

[LAUGHTER]

PREMIER: Thank you, this was one {ff“tr%biggeﬁt\i sues you face every February as
the Education Minister. It Is true tlyt nan ~o€‘gur- chools in the south east ars quite
uncomfortable, particularly during february~ 1 i € If we are honest though, It's really
only that February and then ma effu;;?ght ii~ihe end in December, Faor us to do this
wotild be a very, very signiﬂcav%l ‘Nﬁ? egi'. And Fm not saying it can never happen,
what | am saying is that there have.peén dacisions made about other priorities in the last
couple of years that | t?!n/,l; have ‘be%y]'ust as Important, computers for children,
somputers for teachers, }t a,/0rel {féarkp sw schoof huildings replacing some of the very
old buildings. We haved o({ I/contiitioping for chlldren In... What we've done is put the
invesiment, the public Invesiment in air conditioning in the hottest schools in the state, |
think it's from Gladstone Norfth, svery school has now been alr conditloned and every

new schoo! in thalarea Is dond 1 think, will one day all of ihe SEQ schools be alr '

conditioped? T -ie}?a sher\ls yes, The question Is really is the pace at which it can afford

to be done g(ir e ranga\o’ﬁgther priorities. And [ certainly wouldn't want schools in the

south east ? r ir alr conditioning on full bore In June and July, paying the
Il

ner~tQave‘§h
slsctilcily billgelthgr. %jou’ve gof to get that balance right.

MODE 2"‘&‘ Right, “Wall we're out of time for any quastions so | might just ask if the
Premisy \efarf@cﬁ!ng words she'd like to say?
..

PREMIER: /@ just like fo thank everybody who's both here today in the audiencs,
everybod%‘w%ov submitied a question over the last week or so, and everyhody who's
come online While we've hesn here, Just listening to your questlons Is a very Important
part of ug and our thinking In relation to the Green Paper and a number of {he guestions
that were raised hers are very similar to those that were raised In the first public
consulation in Townsville. So 1 think at the end of this we tnay well see some themes
emerging and that will help gulde our decision making. So thank you, it's been terniflc.
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MODERATOR: Alright so thank you. Please remember that you can go to the website
In arder to download this session as sither a video or a podcast, you can also get the
transcript. And we'd also encourage psople fo go to the webslte to look out for detalls of
the next People's Question Time.. Thanks very much for everyone attending, thanks to
our paneliists, and thanks for watching, .

PREMIER: And thank you to QUT, |
[APPLAUSE]

[END OF PEOPLE'S QUESTION TIME]
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